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Palliative care is an essential element of our health care system and is becoming increasingly significant amidst an 
aging society and organizations struggling to provide both compassionate and cost effective care Palliative care is also 
characterized by a string interdisciplinary approach Nurses are at the center of the palliative care team across settings 
and populations The seventh volume in the HPNA Palliative Nursing Manuals series Care of the Imminently Dying p 
About the Author Judith Paice is the Director of the Cancer Pain Program in the Division of Hematology Oncology at 
Northwestern University s Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago Illinois 
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