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Invasion of the Body is afascinating and accessible book about the history of surgery On onelevel it samazing to
think we voluntarily let other humans cut into us with sharp instruments In the course of one slifeit islikely that we
will undergo one or more such invasive procedures Perhaps the book s In 1913 the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in
Boston admitted itsfirst patient Mary Agnes Turner who suffered from varicose veinsin her legs The surgical
treatment she received under ether anesthesia was the most advanced available at the time At the same hospital fifty
yearslater Nicholas Tilney mdash then a second year resident mdash assisted in the repair of alarge aortic aneurysm
The cutting edge diagnostic tools he used to evaluate the patient rsquo s ¢ Dr Tilney has an eye for fascinating details
shocking stories and unexpected connections Invasion of the Body is a riveting account of the astonishing
transformation of surgery over the past century Atul Gawande M D With the history
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